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ABSTRACT 
Patriotism is the willingness of a citizen to protect the country to maintain national 
unity. Love for the homeland or patriotism often creates pros and cons in its 
interpretation. Then, it needs to raise awareness as a step to prevent conflicts that arise 
and consequently cause divisions within the country. The emergence of interpretations 
between Patriotism and religion that they cannot be combined, so they have willing to 
change the state ideology to other ideology, such as khila>fah ideology through the 
emergence of radicalism, extremism, and separatism groups. The research was a 
literature review using literature data from related books and articles. Data analysis used 
a qualitative analysis. This study was expected to become a scientific treasure and be 
practiced in the life of the nation and state. Patriotism explicitly does not available 
stated in either the Qur'an or Hadith. However, in principle, Islamic law will always 
answer the problems to provide benefits for mankind, which is the mas}lah}ah. Having a 
love for the homeland is mubah} (permitted), but it may switch to be mandatory during 
emergencies and conditions. This attitude of love for the homeland is in the condition of 
d}aruriyah.  
Keywords: Patriotism, Mas}lah}ah, D}aruriyah. 
ABSTRAK 
Patriotisme merupakan kerelaan seseorang warga negara demi menjaga negaranya guna 
untuk menjaga persatuan bangsa, rasa cinta tanah air atau patriotisme sering kali 
menimbulkan pro kontra dalam penafsirannya, maka diperlukan pemulihan kesadaran 
sebagai langkah awal pencegahan konflik yang timbul dan akibatnya menimbulkam 
perpecahan dalam negara, munculnya penafsiran antara patriotisme dan agama itu tidak 
dapat menyatu sehingga menginginkan untuk menganti ideologi negara menadi ideologi 
khila>fah dengan bermuculanya kelompok radikalisme, ektrimisme dan separarstisme. 
Penelitian ini merupakan pustaka yang dikaji menggunakan data-data literatur yang 
berasal dari buku dan artikel terkait dan dianalisis secara kualitatif. Kajian ini 
diharapkan menjadi suatu khasanah keilmuan dan dapat dipraktikkan dalam kehidupan 
berbangsa dan bernegara. Patriotisme secara eksplisit belum ada baik dalam al-Qur’an 
maupun hadis. Akan tetapi prinsipnya hukum Islam akan selalu menjawab persoalan-
persoalnan yang muncul untuk memberikan kemaslahatan bagi umat manusia yakni 
mencapai mas}lah}ah. Pada dasarnya memiliki rasa cinta kepada tanah air adalah boleh 
 
 




atau mubah} akan tetapi hal tersebut bisa menjadi wajib saat situasi dan kondisi yang 
memang darurat. Sikap cinta tanah air dalam keadaan yang d}aruriyah. 
Kata Kunci: Patriotisme, Mas}lah}ah, D}aruriyah. 
 
A. Introduction 
A great nation is a nation that upholds patriotism over the spirit of nationality and 
religion. In Indonesia, this patriotism is a must because it becomes an order and a sense 
of obedience to the basics of the Indonesian state. Being a person who loves the 
homeland is proof that someone is religiously kaffah (a whole) because being a follower 
of religion and being a citizen of a state can do together at the same time. For more than 
seventy years since Indonesia's independence day, it deserves for every citizen to have 
high patriotism. An effort to increase love for the homeland is through education which 
builds the values of patriotism from an early age. This effort is hoped will foster a sense 
and awareness of patriotism by being loyal to the nation and state.
1
 Although the term 
patriotism is familiar in the world of education, nowadays in the era of globalization, it 
is starting to erode because some of the younger generations tend to be more proud of 
foreign countries. Therefore, it needs to build the values since early and disseminate a 
sense of patriotism to the younger generation.
2
 
Indonesian people, in general, do not understand the true meaning of patriotism. 
Patriotism is the spirit of love for the homeland. And, widely, patriotism means being 
willing to sacrifice for the nation and state, humanity, and development. Patriotism can 
be applied in all aspects of life, starting from family, community, nation, and state. 
Patriotism can be manifested either in times of emergency or war and peacetime. 
Today, patriotism can be implemented by maintaining the unity and brotherhood of the 
nation and state. Citizens and the younger generation need to improve themselves, try 
and struggle to fight for the homeland because this is a respectful responsibility in 
protecting the nation and state. Therefore, the spirit of patriotism needs to be used as a 
guide in building people's attitudes and behavior. 
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Love for the homeland or patriotism often creates pros and cons in its 
interpretation. Then, it needs to raise awareness as a step to prevent conflicts that arise 
and consequently cause divisions within the country.
3
 Lately, many groups expressly 
want to change the Five Pillars or Pancasila Ideology to another ideology. This is a 
shred of evidence that the groups fail to understand in interpreting patriotism and 
religion. The group loudly shouted that patriotism is heresy (bid’ah) and infidel (ka>fir). 
Pancasila is a tagut. Salute to the flag is h}aram (forbidden), and so on. The group is 
dangerous because the goal is to eliminate the love for the homeland which will 
ultimately change the nation's ideology and destroy the nation.
4
  
These groups are often referred to as a group of radical, conservative, and rigid, 
and willing to establish a khila>fah ideology. They contradict the sense of patriotism and 
Islam that cannot unite. But, in essence, they can unite into one. This proves the 
narrowness of thinking and failed interpretations that do not understand patriotic and 
religious values. Then, how does Islam view this love for the homeland while there is 
no explicit recommendation to love the homeland? This article examined the urgency of 
loving to the homeland or patriotism to maintain national unity in the study of mas}lah}ah 
in Islam for the benefit of the nation and state. And, this study needs to be disseminated 
to people who are still doubtful about the concept of love for the homeland and 
misunderstandings about the urgency of patriotism. 
There is a lot of research discussing maslahah. For example, the research 






 But, the studies have not 
studied patriotism yet to maintain the unity of the Republic of Indonesia. Also, research 
on patriotism, in general, is quite a lot, but the specifics studied from the perspective of 
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mas}lah}ah have not been carried out. M Alifudin Ikhsan8 tried to examine patriotism 
from an Islamic perspective which is specified according to the Qur'an and hadith. 
Therefore, the article has an urgency to find out how mas}lah}ah views the patriotism in 
maintaining the unity of the Republic of Indonesia. 
B. Method 
The article used a literature approach (library review),
9
 which collected faulty data 
from various sources related to the title. The data was obtained from books and journals 
as well as related articles. The article focused on solutions and the law of the issues 
raised. The data collection technique used the documentation method, where this 
method finds data from various books, journals, articles, and other reliable sources. Data 
analysis techniques used deductive analysis of general and relevant concepts to 
conclude the study.  
C. Findings and Discussion 
1. Patriotism 
Patriotism is a feeling that arises from the bottom of the heart of a citizen to his 
country to always devote, maintain, protect and defend his homeland from all kinds of 
threats, both from within and outside, that can damage the unity. Love for the homeland 
means defending the country or homeland from all kinds of threats. Love for the 
homeland is reflected in a sense of pride, respect, belonging, and high loyalty to the 
homeland by its citizens which is reflected in the behavior of defending, protecting, and 
being willing to sacrifice for the sake of the nation and the country above the personal 
interests, as well as loving cultural traditions of the nation. The love for the homeland 
needs to be understood in full meaning and purpose. Love for the homeland is also 
known as patriotism. 
Patriotism is from the word patriot, which means to love the homeland. Patriot 
means a sense of enthusiasm for the love of the homeland. Patriotism, in wide 
definition, is the willingness to sacrifice for the nation and state. This patriotism can be 
applied in every line of life, starting from family, school, community, nation, and 
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 Patriotism is an attitude coming from a sense of love for the homeland, which is 
the spirit of nationalism. So, it fosters a sense of sacrifice for the nation and country. 
Patriotism, according to other sources, patriot means defender of his country. A 
person who has a patriotic spirit for the sake of his country is willing to sacrifice the 
soul and body, and property for the pride of the homeland from the invaders or the 
parties who want to destroy the peace and unity.
 11
 
Patriotism may define as ethics and moral values. The progress and prosperity of 
the homeland must be strongly defended even though it needs to sacrifice body and 
soul. Patriotism is also defined as heroism. The example of patriotism is a defender of 
the nation and state who has the attitude, behavior, and spirit of loving the homeland 
and is willing to sacrifice everything for the progress and prosperity of the country. 
Some attitudes contradict patriotism. First, egoism is selfish and does not care about 
others. Terrorism is actions of disturbing and creating public panic by spreading terror. 
Extremism is a strong attitude to struggle the though, by doing whatever it takes to 
achieve its interests. Separatism is an attitude to separate from a group or nation. 
Radicalism is an understanding of willing instant change in various ways, including 
violence. 
The feeling of love for the homeland can awaken the soul to be loyal and willing 
to sacrifice, both body and soul, in carrying out the state's duty to maintain the unity of 




2. Mas}lah}ah as a Sharia Goal 
According to the Indonesian Dictionary, mas}lah}ah means anythings that bring 
good or benefit.
13
 Maslahat is from the Arabic language, namely al-mas}lah}ah, which 
means good / goodness, appropriateness, and usefulness. The opposite of mas}lah}ah is 
mafsadat, which is something that causes damage.
 14
 
Maslahah may define as anything that brings benefits and reject damage. 
Generally, mas}lah}ah is often used by ushul scholars in establishing a law that is not 
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explicitly stated in the texts of the Qur'an and hadith. Mas}lah}ah as the goal of the Sharia 
is divided into three types in establishing law. First, mas}lah}ah mu'tabarah is the benefits 
that are explicitly stated in the texts of the Qur'an and hadith. Second, mas}lah}ah mulgah 
is contrary to the texts of the Qur'an and al-Hadith. And, mas}lah}ah mursalah is, neither 
available and nor conflict with the texts of the Qur'an or hadith.
15
 
Mas}lah}ah is a term that is often discussed in Islamic law. Because maslahat is the 
goal of Islamic law. Syara’ or Sharia is a rule of law revealed by Allah SWT to ensure 
the benefits of mankind, this goal is called maqa>s}id al-syari>ah. 16 Maqa>s}id al-syari>ah 
defines into two meanings, namely general and specific. In general, maqa>s}id al-syari>ah 
has the definition that Allah and the Messenger of Allah in sending the verses and 
hadiths can be understood directly with the aim of benefits, while the specific definition, 
maqa>s}id al-syari>ah means realizing benefit from the Qur'an and hadith.17 
Maqa>s}id al-syari>ah has an important role in answering all the new problems that 
are not explicitly mentioned in the Qur'an and Al-Sunnah. So, maqa>s}id al-syari>ah is 
used as a method in finding and establishing legal certainty on a reason to achieve 
benefits.
18
 In achieving the benefit, maqa>s}id al-syari>ah has priority scales, namely ad}-
d}aruriyyat, al-h}ajjiyyat, and at-tah}siniyyat.19 
First, ad}-d}aruriyyat, is the primary goal that must be achieved in human life. If 
this is not fulfilled, it will have a fatal impact, even, destroy human life, such as in 
maintaining religion, soul, mind, lineage, and property.
 20
 
Second, al-h}ajjiyyat is the secondary goal, which aims to prevent people from 
things that make life difficult and ease for humans to achieve their interests. This benefit 
is more on a principle of need, not on the level of necessity. This means, when al-
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h}ajjiyyat is not fulfilled, they will not cause damage, but only has a deficiency effect for 
humans. 
Third, at-tah}siniyyat is the tertiary goal, in which this benefit is not required and 
is not needed but only as a complement of the law. This means, when it is not fulfilled, 
it will not cause damage and difficulty, but only decrease the beauty as long as not 
contradict the sharia. 
The urgency of the study on maqa>s}id al-syari>ah is based on considerations such as 
Islamic law comes directly from Allah SWT for the benefit of humans, and is always 
dealing with changes in social reality. Second, Prophet Muhammad SAW, friends, and 
mujtahid put attention to this study. Third, the results of ijtihad were conducted by 
mujtahid in understanding maqa>s}id al-syari>ah.21 
In principle, maqa>s}id al-syari>ah aim of achieving happiness in life (maslahat), 
both today and the hereafter.
22
 The rules of fiqh are, taking benefits and avoiding harm, 
which is the core of the discussion of maqa>s}id al-syari>ah because the law must bring 
benefit. 
3. The Urgency of Patriotism in Maintaining the Unity of the Republic of 
Indonesia in the Perspective of Mas}lah}ah  
The purpose of law in Islam is for the mas}lah}ah (benefits). Mas}lah}ah is a product of 
ijtihad conducted by ulama, which is the purpose of enforcing the law in Islam (maqa>s}id 
al-syari>ah).23 The article used the method of mas}lah}ah and maqa>s}id al-syari>ah in 
analyzing and examining the issue of patriotism or love for the homeland, which the 
term is misinterpreted and considers the patriotism is an act of heresy, thogut and so on 
because it is not explicitly stated in the Qur'an and hadith. 
Every matter, in this case, is love for the homeland is permissible, based on the 
rules of fiqh: 
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 األصل يف األشياء اإلابحة
"The original law is permissible"
24
 
This means that if no text prohibits and does not cause damages, it is permissible. 
The article argues that patriotism may apply to achieve the goals of sharia and maintain 
the unity, as well as the unity of the nation and state, Moreover, it may be stated as 
mandatory, following the conditions at the time. Reviewing some of the rules of fiqh 
are, such as: 
 األمور مبقـاصدها
"Everything depends on the goal."
 25
 
This rule is understood that everything depends on the intention. If patriotism is 
intended to maintain the unity of the nation and state, is willing to sacrifice and guard 
against the threat that can damage the unity, then it may apply. Furthermore, the rules of 
fiqh: 
 الضرروالضرار
"It should not make difficult (others) and not be complicated (by others)"
26
 
This rule teaches us not to make others difficult and be complicated by others. In 
the context of patriotism, we must not damage the unity of a nation because a division 
will harm people and come into difficulties. So, patriotism must be applied. 
 َدْرءُاْلَمَفا ِسِد ُمَقدَّ ٌم َعَلى َجْلِب اْلَمَصاِلحِ 
"Rejecting the damages priorly over taking benefit."
27
 
 الضََّرُر يـُزَالُ 
 
"The harm must be removed."
28
 
ْمَكانِ   اَلضََّرُر يُْدَفُع َعَلى َقدِر اإْلِ
"The harm must be prevented as much as possible.‖
29
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Some of the previous rules teach us to avoid as much as possible the mufsadat and 
harm, and put aside benefits first. Because avoiding harm is prioritized over seeking 
benefits. In this context, patriotism provides a sense of security by maintaining unity 
and not taking actions that can destroy unity. 
Patriotism in an emergency context will automatically become mandatory, the 
rule, as follows: 
 اَلَحرَاَم َمَع الضَُّرورَا ِت َو الَ َكَراَهَة َمَع احلا َجةِ 
"There is no prohibition for emergency, and no prosperity for necessity" 
 ِاَذاَضاَق اأَلْمُر اِتََّسعَ 
―Urgent conditions may result in dispensation‖ 
This rule gives an understanding that everything is permissible for the benefits. 
But, in an emergency, such as defending action from groups who want to destroy the 
unity of a country, it is a must to fight, even it needs to sacrifice its life to defend the 
benefits. 
Patriotism, discussed through the method of maqa>s}id al-syari>ah, can be drawn to a 
conclusion that the law is mandatory in the d}aruriyah (emergency) level. And, it is 
divided into several contexts to maintain the basic principles. They are hifz} al-nafs 
(maintaining the soul) to preserve the soul or life. The love for the homeland is 
obligatory to be applied because, when citizens in a country do not have a sense of love 
for the homeland, then it will lead to divisions, or the worse thing is colonization or war. 
The condition will take many lives. So, the love for the homeland must be built on every 
citizen to preserve the soul or life. 
Hifz} al-din is the action of maintaining the religion. If the spirit of love for the 
homeland disappears, the country will be infiltrated by a deviant ideology using 
violence by groups who act in the name of religion, but it is actually far from religious 
values. Here, love for the homeland must be upheld in maintaining and guarding the 
essence of religion, which is peace. 
Patriotism is on the principle in hifz} al-nas}l (maintaining the lineage) and hifz} al-
ma>l (maintaining the wealth). It is a condition when the love for the homeland is not 
found in every citizen so that there is no fortress to maintain the unity of the country. If 
 
 




this condition occurs, invaders from other nations may come. After that, there will be 
chaos, which is the war, freedom of thought will be limited, wealth will not develop, 
and the fate of the lineage will have no better future. In short, patriotism must be owned 
by every citizen, in the context of maintaining lineage, wealth, and thought. 
D. Conclusion 
Patriotism as an action in maintaining the unity of the state does not explicitly 
state in the Qur'an and Hadith. However, in principle, Islamic law will always answer 
the problems that arise to provide benefits for mankind, namely achieving the goals of 
sharia (maqa>s}id al-syari>ah). Having a love for the homeland or patriotism is mubah} or 
permissible, but becomes mandatory during emergencies and conditions. The attitude of 
love for the homeland in a d}aruriyah situation provides legal provisions if threat the five 
basic principles. They are hifz} al-nafs (maintaining the soul), hifz} al-din (maintaining 
religion), hifz} al-nas}l (maintaining keturunan), hifz} al-ma>l (maintaining wealth), and 
hifz} al-naql (maintaining thought). 
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